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ANNUAL INDEX 


ACQUISITIONS 

AmeriGas to Take Over Hawaii Retailer 

Bi-State Propane Acquires Turner Propane Plants 
Chevron and NGC Form Largest LPG Wholesaler 
Chevron, NGC Sign Merger Agreements 
Cornerstone Propane Partners Partnership Units 
Dutch Truck Maker Sold to Paccar 

Empire Gas Acquisitions 

Ferrellgas Agrees to Purchase Skeigas 

Ferrellgas Completes Skelgas Acquisition 
Ferrellgas Partners Acquires Cotton Butane 
Heritage Propane Acquires Santa Fe Gas 
Heritage Propane Purchased Discovery Propane 
Manchester Tank Acquired McMillan Pty. Ltd. ..................4 Jan. 16 
Meridian Sold Wingate to Giant Industries 

Mobil to Sell NGL Assets to PanEnergy 

NGC Closes Merger With Chevron 

Northwestern Public Service Acquires Two LP Operations 
Novagas Clearinghouse Purchases Redwater Facility 
Phillips and Conoco Cancel Merger Talks 

Phillips 66 Propane Sold to AmeriGas Propane 
Propane Continental Acquires Graves Propane 
Star Gas Acquires Indiana Dealers 

Suburban Propane Acquired Lawson Gas 
Suburban Propane Acquires Howe Gas 

Suburban Propane Acquires Seven Regionals 
The Industry in Transition: Acquisitions 
Thermogas to Sell lowa Propane to Cenex 

United Cities Propane Acquires Duncan Gas 
United LP Gas Corp. Buys Some Enron Assets 
Valley National Acquired Gas-Oil Enterprises 


APPLIANCES 

ANSI to Look at Standards for Gas Fireplaces 
Broilmaster Gas Grill Consumer Digest Award 
Compact Gas Dehumidifier Debuts 

Hearth Convention Shows Gas Products Popularity 
Hearth Products Marketers Should Diversify 
Hearth Products That Appeal to Customers 
Marketer Participation in Hearth Study Sought 
New Barbecues and Accessories 

New Heating and Cooling Products 

New York Governor Vetoes Unvented Products 
NPGA Gas Furnace Publication Offered 
Propane Barbecues Are Top Consumer Choice 
Propane Marketers Move Hearth Products 
Sunbeam Seeks Move-Up Grill Buyers 

Texas A&M/AFRED LPG Heat Pump Research 
Texas College Will Research Heat Pump 
Water Heater Shipments Jump in May 
Wonderfire Sales Manager Sees Opportunities 


BEYOND THE MAINS 

Caught In the Web 

Do Safe Seats Cut Dialogue? : 
Finding More Egg Baskets 

Heating Products Build the Industry 

It's About Money, Folks 

Juris Imprudence 

Marketing a Cool Idea 


Pinnacle Grab Bag 
The Safety Question 
The Year That Was 


ENERGY SPECTRUM/OTHER FUELS 

Big Three Manufacturer Ends NGV Production 
Coastal and Westcoast Energy NG Merger 

Co-op Utilities Seek Economies of Scale 

DOE's Home Energy Guidelines Could Mislead 
Federal Fleet Users Cite Range, Fueling Barriers 
Ford Slashes NGV Prices; LPG Model Unchanged 
Gas Company Loses AFV Lawsuit Appeal 
Gasoline Price Run-Up in Low Energy Cost Era 
Pinnacle Grab Bag 

Politics is NRECA’s Biggest Business 

Proposed NGC Tax Credits 

Proposed Revamp of Electric Retailing 

REA Loans for Excess Nuclear Plants Lured Co-ops 
Smith’s Propane, O&A Electric Co-Op Venture 
Troubled RUS Loans Risk Billions of Tax Dollars 


INDUSTRY PROFILES 

Arizona Dispatch Manager Is Offroad Racer 
Coianeri Named Executive Director of PVC 

JoJo Liebeler Adds Crackle to Propane Fireplaces 
Many Propane Companies Mark 50th Anniversaries 
More Propane Golden Anniversaries 

Ray Murray Inc. Brings in Reps 

Specialty Tools Company Began With One Idea 
This Driver Commands Respect 


INTERNATIONAL 

Asian Firms Spot Opportunities in the West 

Big Magnet: Asia Draws Investors 

Canadian Plant to Use Barley, Butane 

China’s Import Infrastructure Upgraded 

D-Day Arrives for Forum 

Dutch Bus Maker’s LPG Engine Used in Buses 
MAPCO Opens Canadian Subsidiary in Calgary 
Mexican Gas Plant Shut Down by Explosion 

No Longer Content, French Firms Take New Path 
Optimism in Calgary at PGAC Meeting 

Pipeline to Begin Shipping NGLs to Mexico 
Schlumberger Brings Accounting to Bobtail 
Weed Flaming Is Big Down Under 

World LPG Forum in Istanbul 


LEGAL AND INSURANCE 


California Lawsuit Tempered 

Court Denies MAPCO’s Request in Brenham Case 
Don't Inhale 

Employee References: Proceed with Caution 
First Test of Japan’s Product Liability Law 

If There Hadn't Been the Storm of the Century 
Indemnity: Williams Pipeline vs. Empire Gas 
Mixed Result in lowa Odor Fade Case 

Product Liability Bill Waiting 

State Legislatures Made Progress on Tort Reform 
Suburban Wins Virginia Odor Fade Lawsuit 

The Supreme Court and Punitive Damages 

Tort Reform Update 

Turing the Corner on Junk Science 

Two Recent Decisions 


MARKETING 

Agriculture Sales Move Fuel for Many Uses 

Bring the Customer In, Sell Grills 

Experience Paves Way to Promotions Successes 
From Trailers to High End, Propane Heats Homes 
In the Spring, Grillman Fills Cylinders 

Is Partnering With NG Utility in Your Future? 
Manufactured Housing Could Build Rural Load 
Marketing Must Fit Your Local Environment 
Maximizing Opportunities for Heating Products 
MOPERC to Fund Water Heater Rebates 

More Good Ideas to Sell Grills 

Oklahoma Check-Off Considers Programs 
PACTS: The Key to Level Energy’s Success 
Product Knowledge Builds Blossman Heating Sales 
Propane Marketers Woo New Home Builders 


With Rule 888, FERC Orders Electric Wholesaling ...............June9 
; Bill to Create Oklahoma DOE Fails .......................... June9 
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Propane-Powered Standby Generators Build Load s Virginia Tech Switches to Propane for Challenge 

RRC Paying Retailers for AFV Billboards West Virginia Establishes AFV Tax Credit 

Small Marketer Builds Load with Water Heaters ; What Propane Marketers Say About Motor Fuel 

Texas Water Heater Program Gets Funding } Will Mechanics Be Able to Work on Complex Vehicles? .......... March 35 
Winners of ‘96 Marketing Awards Wisconsin State Fleet Lower Costs on Propane 

Word of Mouth Proves Best Selling Tool 

NEWS 

Ambitious Agenda Targeted By Ancient Gassers 

Association Concerned About Indian Tribes 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Commercial Truck Inspectors Need Knowledge 
First Midwest Convention Draws a Crowd Battelle Awarded DOT Pipeline Safety Contract 
Forget Joyner-Kersee—Clearing Olympic Hurdles Blue Rhino Expands Distribution 

From Cross Hauling to Storage, Contamination Can Happen . California Bill to End Sales Tax Defeated 
Habitat for Humanity Home Completed Coastal Ends Wholesale Operations in Midwest 
Habitat House Almost Finished, Due to NCPGA Conoco Completes Reorganization 

Home Builders Show Turns Up Builder Outreach Diamond Shamrock Completes El Paso Pipeline 
Inventor Says Sewage Treatment Could Build Load Joint Odorization Task Force Disbanding 
Manchester Tank Co. Highest Sales in 1995 Kansas Board Votes Not to Affiliate with NPGA 
Most of Nation Had Cool Fall, Winter Prospect Mixed Kansas Votes to Reaffiliate with NPGA 

New Worthington Cylinder Plant in Ohio Koch Pipeline Explodes Near Dallas 

Northeast Convention Mulls PERC, CO, Risk Plans Mobil and Western Resources Plan Pipeline 
NPGA Sets Higher Priority on Federal Issues MOPERC Living Up to Expectations 

Olympic Torch Relay Features Propane Torch MOPERC to Fund Water Heater Rebates 
Pinnacle 2000 Sets 1997 Seminars NPG Scholarships Awarded to Three Students 
Propane Industry on PC Bandwagon, Cautiously Olympic Torch: LPG Burns Too Clean 

Rural Areas Are Growing Faster Than in 1980s Ontario Propane Association Recently Formed 


Schlumberger Brings Accounting to Bobtail Phillips Awards $180,000 to Environmental Projects 
Southeast Convention Sets Attendance Record SCANA Corp. Forms Firm to Operate Tirzah 


Texas A&M/AFRED LPG Heat Pump Research Suburban Files Master Limited Partnership 


Vermont Castings Distributors Meet . . Triarc Converts National Propane to an MLP 
Vermont Dealers Donate Propane to Poor WPGA Kicks Off Voluntary PEP Program 


MOTOR FUEL PERC 
AFV Road Use Tax Eliminated in Arizona A 
Arizona Bill Would Level Fuel Tax Rate 

: ightiness of the Pen 
Australian Racing Boat Breaks Records NPGA Gears Up for PERC Referendum 
Canadian Heavy-Duty Engine Research PERC Almost Makes It Through Before Recess 
Caterpillar Explains Dual-Fuel Engine ‘ PERC Bill Passes House and Senate 
Detroit Diesel Seeks LPG Engine Demand ; 
Detroit Diese! Touts Series 50 Engine f a PERC Clears Hurdle, Signs Up Dole 
DOE Study Finds Mined Results for Guissions PERC Makes It Through Two Committee Meetings 
Educating Colorado Representative Pays Off ‘ President Signs PERC Bill 
Ford Meets PVC and Retailers on 1998 Pickup 3 
GM Propane Vehicles Available F 
Heavy-Duty Truck Market Has Potential . REGULATORY 
Heavy Ends and CO Emissions Cut by Additive f Adulteration of Employee Drug Test Samples 
Impco to Modify 1996 Ford F-150, F-250 i Agriculture Department Changes Loan Regs 
Incentives and Commitment Needed for AFVs i Alcohol Testing Is Now Mandatory 
Industry Cranking Out Info on Propane Vehicles California Gearing Up to Adopt NFPA 58 
Largest On-Road Diesel Converted to Propane i COHMED Meeting Provides Insight into Hazmats 
Michigan Looks to Eliminate AF Motor Tax DOE Publishes Final Rule on AFVs, Fuel Providers 
More than 600 LPG Vehicles Purchased By Agency i DOT Looks for Comments on Cylinder Rule 
More Than Uniforms Are Clean at Linen Service ‘ DOT Offices That Can Be Called for HOS Relief 
More Vehicles Use Fuel, Market Share Shrinks i Hazard Communications Among Top 10 Violations 
Motor Fuel Marketers Do Some Conversions, Wait i Heating Products Continue to Win Favor 
Motor Fuel Will Be Part of Marketing Mix i In Maine, NPGA’s CETP Is Licensing Vehicle 
New Jersey Officials Open Propane Refueling , International Mechanical Code Approved 
N.J. Association Working to Allow Schoo! Buses ; Label Issue Settled in Favor of Industry 
NFPA Rejects Shorter Dispenser Spacing : New Rail Car Amendments Effective This Month 
NFPA to Form New Gaseous Vehicle Standard : Newest Edition of National Fuel Gas Code 
NPGA Booklet Provides LPG Info for Fleet Managers i NHTSA Denies Petition on Bi-Fuel Range 
NPGA Publishes Guide to LPG Alternative Fuel ; NPGA Files Suit Against EPA On Risk Management 
PNM's First Public Conversion Center Opens . NPGA Takes A Larger Role in Washington, D.C. ................ Nov. 24 
Problems, fits of Ni i : 
Profile of ing i Propane Industry Faces New Deadlines in 1996 
Propane-Fueled Boats Not Fish Out of Water : Retroreflective Material Required on Trucks 
Propane Smooths the Badger Cab Ride ; RSPA Allows Temporary Plastic Pipe Above Ground 
Propane Training Program Ready : Rule Finalized for Hazmat Ticketing Program 
Prospects for AFVs Remain a Question Mark i — = ae — Gallon Equivalents 
Quick Action in Dallas Bus Pur ; va testing tor 0! 
SAE Launches ose Web a — Technical Amendments to Drug Regulations 
Some LPG Kits May Be LEV Certifiable ‘ Think Before Putting Alcohol Policy in Print 
Southwest Research Finishes Butane Study Unvented Hearth Products Blocked in Washington 
Southwest Research Shapes LP-Gas Vehicle Engines ; Weights and Measures Controversy 
Texas A&M Triumphs in Vehicle Challenge When Snow Is Deep and Winter Peaks 
Texas Hosts 1997 Propane Vehicle Challenge ; When You Hire A New Driver 
Thermogas Plans Vehicle Fuel Push : 
This Monster Truck Races on Propane i SAFETY 
Training, Knowledge Are Keys to Conversions ; Attendees Express CO Concerns to CPSC 
TxDOT Takes Delivery of First Ford F-150s Balloting Near on NFPA 58 Revisions 
U. of Oklahoma Testing Methane/LPG Mix Compared to Central Electric Heat, Gas Is Safer 
U. of Texas Medcenter Fleet Saves With Bi-Fuels i CPSC Announces Recall on Gas Sniffer 
Vinyard Diesel Conversions Total 500,000 Miles GAS Check 10th Anniversary 
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Joint Odorization Task Force Disbanding 

New Edition of National Fuel Gas Code 

NPGA Endorses Overfill Protection Devices 
NPGA Joins Fire Council Foundation 

NPGA Offers Gas Grilling Safety Tips Video 
NPGA Seeks Hours of Service Relief 

NPGA to Consider Overfill Protection Device 
Piedmont Propane Safety Campaign Includes GAS Checks 
Purge Tanks and Cylinders Correctly 

Training By Fire 

UL Publishes New Standards for Safety Meters 
Weyauwega: Accident Shows Need for Education 
Weyauwega: What Counted Went Right 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

100-Year Winter Leaves Inventories at Lowest Level 
1996 Kicks Off With a Bang 

All Star Gas Looks at Emotional Propane Prices 
CSX Transportation Promotes Rail Terminals 
Dixie Pumping Capacity Expansion Due in 1997 
Dixie to Increase Pipeline Capacity 

Enron Liquids Opens Illinois Terminal 
Gallonage: In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb 
Global LPG Supplies 

Good Sales News Continues 

Healthy Future for Canadian NGL Market 


January Blizzard: More of an Inconvenience 

Larger Wholesalers Mean Supply-Driven Marketing 
Level Energy Forecasts Augusta Terminal Growth 
Level Energy Opens Augusta Terminal 

Level Energy to Add 125 Rail Cars to Augusta 

Low Inventory, Higher Prices 

Marketers Say Relationships With Suppliers Difficult 
Mont Belvieu Price Peaked at Six-Year High 

Paraco Gas Opens New Rail Facility 

Petchem Expansions Require 150-200 Mbbid 
Posted and Spot Prices Near Two-Year High 
Propane Sales Up Almost 10% Over January 

Purvin & Gertz Sees More Exports from Canada 
Sales: Healthy First Quarter 

Sales Strong As Summer Ends 

Sales Were Jumping in July 

Suburban Propane Adds Terminal in New York 
Summer Sales Slow Down Dealers 

Supply Question May Hinge on inventories, Weather 
Texas Liquids Responds to Demand 

Three Rail Terminals Added to Southeast Supply 
Total Energy to Develop Connecticut Terminal 
Waterborne Transport Moved 10 Million Tonnes in 1996 
Winter Weather Keeps Propane Marketers Busy 
WPGA Offers Consumers White Paper on Prices 


Posted and Spot Prices Near Two-Year High 


Px: and spot prices appear to be well on their way to 
reaching their highest level in the past two years—even 
before it’s officially the winter of 1996-1997. And in the case 
of spot prices, Mont Belvieu and Conway already have hit 
that point. As this was written, Hattiesburg spots needed to 


increase only a half cent to match their high point of 61.00 
for the winter of 1995-1996. 

As these charts appear to bear out, the average posted 
price of propane for the year at the these locations, as well as 
the average spot price, has increased. For all of 1995, the 
average price of propane at Mont Belvieu was 33.555 cents/ 
gal. This year the price has climbed nearly 10 cents to 43.011 
cents/gal. The same pattern is true for Hattiesburg, Conway, 
and Selkirk. 

Those locations break down as follows: in 1995 Hatties- 
burg was 36.401, this year it is 45.818; Conway was 33.065, 
this year it is 41.192; and Selkirk averaged 41.726 in 1995 


but is 50.733 this year. 

If this year’s pricing pattern continues, prices will contin- 
ue to increase throughout the remainder of the year. Weather 
will decide the final total, and if forecasts prove reasonably 
accurate, the Northeast and Midwest will be cooler than nor- 
mal, meaning demand should be strong and pricing likely 
strong. 

Another fact pointed out by the charts: prices never really 
dipped back to pre- 1995-1996 lows this year. At their lowest 
point, the late May through mid-July period, posted prices 
never dipped below 35.00 at Mont Belvieu, while in 1995, 
prices spent a great deal of the year in the 32-34-cent range. 

The latest prices listed on these charts shows the Mont 
Belvieu posted average at 56.281 and spots at 56.50; the 
Hattiesburg average was 58.554 and the spot price was 
60.50; Conway’s average was 57.750 and the spot price was 
58.25; and Selkirk’s posted price was 64.752. & 


SPOT PRICES 


POSTED AVERAGES 
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